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in regards to gender in history and society, from multiple perspectives. By the end of this course, students will be comfortable
gathering and collecting evidence, analyzing primary and secondary sources, and formulating a claim or conclusion based on factual
evidence.
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:hool(s) Offering This Course:

5chool Name Course Learning Environment Transcript Code(s)

:isenhower High School (052622) Classroom Based, Online Abbreviation Course Code
Title: Women's Studies

Length of course: Full Yesr

Subject area: History / Social Science (A) / U.S. History

UC honors No

designation?

Prerequisites: None
Co-requisites: None
Integrated (Academics No

| CTE)?

Grade levels: 11th, 12th

.ourse Description

urse overview:



This course explores the history of the women’s experience in the world, particularly in American history. The course will
expose students to relevant social issues and aims to sharpen students’ critical awareness of how gender operates in
institutions, culture, and their own lives. The course will cover topics ranging from, but not limited to, politics, activism,
reproductive rights, sexual harassment, military, media and body image, workforce, education, and athletics. At the same
time, the focus of this course is for students to identify change and continuity in regards to gender in history and society,
from multiple perspectives. By the end of this course, students will be comfortable gathering and collecting evidence,
analyzing primary and secondary sources, and formulating a claim or conclusion based on factual evidence.

surse content:

Unit 1- Social Construction of Gender

The purpose of this unit is to build an analytical framework for understanding the social construction of gender and the
ways in which gender intersects with other categories of identity, privilege, and oppression, such as race, class,
ethnicity, physical ability, age, and sexual identity. Students will be introduced to the idea of women'’s studies,
diversity among women, and varying definitions of feminism. Then, students will be introduced to the ways
expectations of gender are created by society, as well as inequality within gender systems that have been historically
constructed.

=1 Unit Assignment(s):

Students will write a 1-2 page gender autobiography/critical ethnography essay, drawing on their readings in this unit
and reflecting on how their lives have been shaped by their parents’/guardians’ understanding of gender, as well as
current societal understandings of gender. By the end of this assignment, students should be able to demonstrate
their understanding of the social construction of gender, as well as the ways in which it has had an impact on their
lives.

Unit 2- Women in History and Feminist Activism

The purpose of this unit is to explore the contributions of women throughout history and examine the role women
have played in shaping their future and expanding their opportunities. Students will examine women who were
successful outside of their “traditional roles” as wives and mothers, ranging from Hatshepsut to Ada Lovelace to
Madam CJ Walker, to name a few. Women of varying cultural, ethnic, racial, socioeconomic, physical ability, and age
will be introduced and highlighted. Students will also learn about the first two waves of feminist activism, starting with
the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, to the push for women'’s suffrage rights, through the women’s liberation
movement of the 1960s-70s.

=1 Unit Assignment(s):



Students will examine and research a woman in their family or life that they feel has had an strong impact on their
family and/or life. Students will be taught oral history techniques and interview strategies prior to this assignment.
Students will need to interview the woman highlighted, if available, as well as family members or friends, gathering
important life details about the individual they have chosen. Following the style of the book, Good Night Stories for
Rebel Girls, by Elena Favilli and Francesca Cavallo, students will write a 1-2 page narrative, starting with the line,
“Once upon a time...” about their chosen woman. Students will then accompany the fairy tale narrative with an
illustration of the woman in their own personal style. Through this assignment, students will understand that
extraordinary women do not have to solve major world problems, they can overcome adversity on a smaller scale, or
just empower future generations, however all women and people contribute to history.

Unit 3- Women and Media / Body Image

In this unit, students will examine the portrayal of women in film, television, popular music, newspapers, magazines,
advertisements, video games, fashion, and sports broadcasting. Students will evaluate the sensitization of gender in
the media that cam imply inequality between men and women. Through brainstorming, discussion, and reflection,
students will begin to see how believing stereotypes can lead to social inequality.

=1 Unit Assignment(s):

Students will either complete a 1-2 page written media analysis, or create a 5-7 minute presentation, focusing on a
commercial, music video or single episode of a television show. The paper or presentation will require them to briefly
describe the content of the media, and then answer the following questions:

1. How does the media depict current ideas about gender?

2. How does it reflect ideas about race, class, age, sexuality, or disability?

3. How does the media reinforce specific concepts and themes related to class readings and discussions about
gender and popular culture?

Unit 4- Women in Society and Institutions

Students will understand the close relationship between society and the law and how political systems and courts are
used in society for the ultimate resolution of important political controversies. Students will analyze major Supreme
Court decisions involving women's rights. Additionally, an exploration of how politics have helped improve the status
of women and have protected their basic rights in the United States. The students will then look at their own school
experience and how legal action has helped women in education, specifically Title IX.



= Unit Assignment(s):

With this unit the students will document the oral history of three women. The students will be required to interview
three different women, over the age of 35, preferably with different ethnic, socioeconomic, and professional
backgrounds. It is strongly suggested that at least one of these women is a working mother. Using oral history
techniques learned in the first unit, students will focus on each woman’s personal experience in the workplace and
assess how those experiences align with what students have learned thus far in class. Then, students will write a 2-3
page reflective essay, analyzing those responses and contextualizing them based on readings and knowledge from all
units. Emphasis should be placed on rights, court cases, legislation, or protests.

Unit 5- The Future of Women in Society

The goal of this unit is to identify 21 st century concerns of women. Students will examine topics which will range from
the Third Wave of Feminism, societal expectations of working mothers, breaking through the glass ceiling, “emotional
labor” and inequities that exist within the home and family, publicly supported child care, sexual assault, and sexual
harassment. Students will look at violence against women throughout the world, and current concerns regarding
women’s reproductive rights. This unit will be fluid, with students driving the content, as well as current issues
impacting women influencing the unit.

=1 Unit Assignment(s):

Final Project: Students will choose a topic studied thus far in this course that they feel is the greatest issue for future
generations of women, for example body image, reproductive rights, the regularities of sexual assaults on women,
etc. Then, students will create a 5 minute video presentation, or Public Service Announcement, for young girls today.
Students will research their topic extensively, being sure the facts, statistics, and sources used are accurate and
credible. Students will be expected to incorporate appropriate images, narration, and music into their video. Students
will hand in a written script and a list of sources used with citations in the most recent MLA format.

,ourse Materials



‘Wrﬂlllﬂlls Stlldlﬁ":'y (D Medel of another institution’s course

Course Materials

You are strongly encouraged to ist the course matertals that students may use andior analyze throughout the
course. This Information heipe UC undarstand wiat core/suppiemental resounces ane being used to support
studant leaming.

Provide the course materials that students use and analyze throughout e course. When appropriats, please
Incorporate these matenials Into the course's unit descrptions in the Course Contant section.

Some subject aeas and d@scipinas require courses 1o Include specific course materals. Plezss refer o the A-G
subject anea course orttenla [Aguide) far more nformation.
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