
RESOLUTION NO. 20212022-11 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY  
COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION  

APPROVING AND ADOPTING A FINAL TRUSTEE AREA PLAN  
FOR RIALTO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

TO TRANSITION TO A BY-TRUSTEE AREA ELECTION SYSTEM 

WHEREAS, California Education Code sections 5019(a) and (c)(1) and 5030 authorize the San Bernardino 
County Committee on School District Organization (“County Committee”), upon application of a school 
district’s governing board, to change the method of election of governing board members in a school district 
under its jurisdiction; and 

WHEREAS, the California Voting Rights Act of 2001 (“CVRA”) disfavors the use of an “at-large” election 
system for governing board members of a school district if the “at-large” election system may impair the 
ability of a protected class to elect candidates of its choice or its ability to influence the outcome of an 
election; and  

WHEREAS, members of the Board of Education (“Board”) of the Rialto Unified School District 
(“District”) are currently elected using an “at-large” election system (i.e., election system in which 
registered voters of the entire jurisdiction elect candidates to the Board); and  

WHEREAS, Board members are elected in even-numbered years and serve staggered, four-year terms, such 
that the next election for two Board members is scheduled for November 2022, with the remaining three 
Board members scheduled for election in November 2024; and 

WHEREAS, the Board desires to promote meaningful voter involvement in the election of Board members 
and increase the ability of candidates to seek elected office; and 

WHEREAS, it is the considered view of the Board that the public interest will be better served by election 
of its Board members using a “by-trustee area” election system (i.e., elections in which one candidate 
residing in each trustee areas is elected by only the registered voters in that particular trustee area); and 

WHEREAS, the adoption of “by-trustee area” elections will not affect the terms of any board members 
serving or elected during this transition, each of whom will serve out his or her full term; and 

WHEREAS, on August 25, 2021, the Board passed Resolution 21-22-09 initiating the process for the 
District to transition from an “at-large” election system to a “by-trustee area” election system commencing 
with Governing Board elections after data are released based on the 2020 Census; and  

WHEREAS, transitioning to a by-trustee area election method is a time consuming process, which requires 
extensive public input and was undertaken in furtherance of the purposes of the CVRA; and 

WHEREAS, the Board undertook a deliberate, careful, and public process for establishing trustee areas, 
including the retention of counsel and demographic experts, to establish trustee areas within the District, as 
provided in Education Code section 5019; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Elections Code section 10010 and other applicable provisions of law, the Board 
held public hearings on September 22, 2021, and again on October 6, 2021, to gather public input regarding 
potential trustee area boundaries; and 

WHEREAS, on November 17, 2021, the Board published three proposed trustee area maps along with 
potential options for sequencing of elections and held the first of two statutorily required public hearings 
on the proposed by-trustee area maps; and 

WHEREAS, on December 15, 2021, the Board published one additional proposed trustee area maps along 
with potential options for sequencing of elections and held the second of two statutorily required public 
hearings on the proposed by-trustee area maps; and 

 



WHEREAS, on January 26, 2022, the Board adopted Resolution 21-22-27 the trustee area plan and 
demographic information described as “Conceptional Trustee Areas—Scenario #1” (attached hereto as 
Exhibit “A”) as the final trustee area plan establishing the boundaries for the new trustee areas; and 

WHEREAS, the District’s approved trustee area map “Conceptional Trustee Areas—Scenario #1” includes 
two trustees in area 1, one current trustee each in areas 2, 3, and 4, and none in trustee area 5. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the County Committee hereby finds the foregoing recitals 
to be true and correct; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Committee determined that trustee areas 2 and 4 shall hold 
elections starting in 2022; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the County Committee determined that trustee areas 1, 3 and 5 shall 
hold elections starting in 2024; and 

BE IT FURTHER AND FINALLY RESOLVED that if by resolution the County Committee grants the 
District’s request to waive the election requirements to establish trustee election areas, trustee area elections 
shall be commenced in the District effective the next succeeding board member election on November 8, 
2022. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the County Committee on ___th day of April, 2022, at a duly noticed 
meeting by the following vote: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN:  

ABSENT:  

I, Dennis W. Mobley, Interim Acting Secretary to the San Bernardino County Committee on School District 
Organization (“County Committee”), hereby certify, in the County of San Bernardino, State of California, 
that the above and foregoing Resolution was duly and regularly adopted by said County Committee at a 
special meeting thereof held on the ___th day of April, 2022, and passed by a vote of ___ to ____ in favor 
of said Committee Members present. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ___th day of April, 2022. 

 

 

_______________________________ 
Dennis W. Mobley, Interim Acting Secretary 
San Bernardino County Committee on School District Organization 
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